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“Walking, Running, Pledging” 

A Sermon on Challenges 
A Sermon by 

The Reverend Bill Clark 
 
It is often stated an important task of ministry is to comfort the afflicted 

and to afflict the comfortable. I have always admired this sentiment. 

Today’s sermon is designed to do just this – afflict our comfort – 

challenge compliancy and re-evaluate our relationship with money. 

The title of my sermon today is walking, running, pledging. I am calling 

it a sermon on challenges. 

“The ultimate measure of a {person}, paraphasing Dr. Martin Luther 

King, “Is not where he {they} stand in moments of comfort and 

convenience, but where {they} he stand at times of challenge and 

controversy.” Today let us examine our challenges and controversy. We 

begin with walking. 

WALKING:   

The history of the Crop Walk is a fascinating one. Beginning in 1947 the 

CROP began under the wing of Church World Service. CROP was an 

acronym for the Christian Rural Overseas Program. Its primary mission 

was to help Midwest farm families to share their grain with hungry 

neighbors in post-World War II Europe and Asia. CROP Hunger Walks 
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help to support the overall work of Church World Service, particularly 

grassroots development efforts around the world. In addition, each local 

CROP Hunger Walk can choose to return up to 25 percent of the funds it 

raises to hunger-fighting programs in its own community. 

CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food and water, as well as 

resources that empower people to meet their own needs. From seeds 

and tools to wells and water systems, the key is people working 

together to identify their own development priorities, their strengths 

and their needs - something CWS has learned through 70 years of 

working in partnership around the world. 

This years Crop Walk will be held today October 14th. It is a six-mile 

walk will beginning and ending at St. Augustine’s Church in Vineyard 

Haven with a half-way stop for refreshments and rest (and possible 

ending point) at Trinity Methodist Church in the Campgrounds in Oak 

Bluffs. 

 

Today’s CROP Hunger Walk will be held in memory of Alden Besse, 

founder and leader of the Martha’s Vineyard hunger walk for 25 years 

who died two months after our last walk.  This year we will also be 

honoring Betty Burton for her two decades of leadership in the 
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Vineyard’s efforts to alleviate hunger on the island.  Betty is the 

president of the Vineyard Committee on Hunger and the chief organizer 

for VCOH’s monthly Serving Hands and holiday family to family food 

service programs.  

This years walk is in memory and honor for two local Islanders who 

have done what they can to elevate hunger on Martha’s Vineyard. One is 

a member of our community. And still we as a church community, as far 

as I know, are not participating. No one has stepped forward to take up 

the challenge to organize us. As far as I know I will be walking alone. 

And yet the one issue many of us stated in our visioning session last 

month was for outreach – out reach to the community so people know 

who we are and what we stand for – spiritual growth, community 

action and universal justice. 

In the letter that went out to all Vineyard Churches and organizations 

stated: We on the Vineyard are continuing to walk each year because so 

many around the world walk each day simply to get food and 

water.  Over the course of our first 27 years, the MV CROP Hunger Walks 

have raised $472,769 to benefit the poor and hungry around the world 

and those facing food insecurity on our own island.  This is the effort of 

hundreds of Vineyarders.  This year, we have the chance to break half a 
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million dollars!  We believe we can make that landmark amount, but we 

will need your help and participation to do that. 

 

The concern I hear many say is that since only 25% of the money raised 

stays on the Island it is not worth it. Really? My sentiment is to say act; 

locally and think globally! 

Locally we on the Island offer free meals almost everyday of the week 

by local churches. Our own Betty Burton heads up the Vineyard 

Committee on Hunger. We take care of our own locally. Does this mean 

we cannot even think globally and care of others around the world who 

have to literally walk themselves simply to get adequate food and water. 

Are we really that closed off from helping globally? I am walking today. I 

have pledged $100.00 to support me. And my hope is that many of you 

will join me. 

This is the first challenge I present to you today.  

RUNNING 

The next one I present to you is on running – not physical running – 

rather how we run and manage our society.  Are we open enough to 

hear challenges before us that maybe difficult? Author, Catherine 

Pulsifer writes; “Everyone faces challenges throughout the day, week, 

https://www.wow4u.com/challenges/index.html
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month and year. No one is exempt. Some people desperately try to avoid 

challenges as their primary focus in life. Some people try and ignore 

challenges hoping that they will simply go away. Other people view 

challenges like they view colds; that is, every once and awhile 

everybody has to deal with it. And, there are other people who know 

that they will face challenges, know that they will have to deal with 

them, and know that they will do what it takes to overcome them. Which 

one of the aforementioned are you?”  

Let me relate an experience. At our most recent visioning gathering back 

in early September a member of our church community felt like they 

had experienced an issue of racism in a fashion they had experienced 

many times before over their life. The person of color rose to explain the 

desire to keep our relationship with the UUA on the level of an honor 

congregation. In other words paying our fair share. They had raised this 

before as well. No one responded. Later, at the same meeting a white 

male echoed the same or similar sentiment – and many people 

responded to him. This was a feeling of racism they had experienced 

before – listening to the voices of the white majority an ignoring the 

voice of a person of color! 

I listened with an open mind and heart and asked permission to raise 

https://www.wow4u.com/lifeq/index.html
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this to the Parish Committee. (as well as mentioning it today). I did so at 

our September meeting. I guess what challenged me the most was how 

dismissive many were at the story. No one recalled such an incidence. 

Other said. “They are imagining things,” It was basically dismissed. 

 

My challenge is if a person of color in the congregation I am serving 

speaks to me of experiencing issues of racism are not I as the minister 

obligated to bring it forth – not have it dismissed as their issue and not 

ours? Are we not all in this together – no matter the color of one’s skin? 

Is this an example of what white supremacy may look and act like – not 

acknowledging the voices of color among us? I know we are better than 

this. I raise this as a challenge for us – to listen to all the voices among us 

and become more aware and mindful of our words and our actions. I 

know and believe we are better than this. This is challenge number two. 

The final one is on pledging. 

PLEDGING 

As most of you know October is the kick-off campaign for our annual 

pledge drive. A pledge drive is the opportunity for members, friends and 

minister, to decide how much financial support we can donate to the 

society for its operating budget. You all will be receiving today or in the 
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mail a letter explaining our accomplishments over the past year and 

where we want to be headed in the new fiscal year. Our fiscal year now 

matches our calendar year January – December. So October we put the 

call out. And by January the budget is put together to be voted on by the 

congregation at our annual meeting January 27th. This is the basic time 

line. 

Also as most of you know this Society operates from the pledges and 

generous donations of its friends and members. We cannot survive 

without all of you.  

There is another approach to this concept of pledges taken from the 

Buddhist tradition. It is called dana – donation - giving so others may 

receive the benefits offered from being a friend or member of UUSMV. 

What are these benefits? The most powerful benefit is care. We are a 

caring community. I hear this all the time during our ritual of candles of 

joy and concern. We care deeply and authentically for all connected to 

us. 

If you are a family we offer an amazing Religious Exploration 

programming for our children and youth. We teach and honor the 

values of worth and dignity for all human beings – we care about the 

earth and the interdependency of life on it. We offer a value based 
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sexual education curriculum for our youth. We offer weekly worship 

services that speak to our Unitarian-Universalist values – book 

discussion groups, women and men’s groups, singing opportunities and 

so much more.  If you have been on the receiving end of any of these 

programs the idea of dana is to offer financial support so others can 

receive similar benefits. 

In the meditation retreats I attend the entire center is run on this 

concept of dana. The lands for the centers, the expense of building up 

the center, the food, and any one’s stay at the center is all run on dana. 

You give so others may receive. 

This is simply another way to view the idea of financial support to a 

community you feel a deep connection to. 

And whatever your personal take is on pledging, as our call to worship 

stated; “We lift this community onto our shoulders with pride and 

grace-filled expectations for our children. And our children’s children.  

 

The idea of financial support is to guarantee the presence of this liberal 

religious faith – Unitarian-Universalism - remains on Martha’s Vineyard 

for years to come. It is about drawing from wells we did not dig and 
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gathering fruit from trees we did not plant; and simply repaying these 

great gifts by digging wells and planting trees for those who follow us. 

Of course our hope is for 100% participation in our drive – no matter 

what the amount – the amount is not as important as the commitment. 

The idea is to give – not till it hurts – ouch my budget! No the idea is to 

give till it feels good and it feels right. 

We need everyone’s help and participation. This is the third and last 

challenge I offer you today. In the words of the famous author 

anonymous; “Don’t limit your challenges; challenge your limits. 

Everyday we must strive for constant and never ending improvement.” 

May we take up all the challenges of the day both for ourselves and for 

our children and our children’s children. To our future.  Amen and 

Blessed Be. 


